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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please make the following amendments to the claims: 

1 . (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A method of adjusting transmit performance parameters over a 
digital subscriber line (DSL) comprising the step steps of: 

negotiating, with a DSL modem, a value for a first performance parameter: 

receiving, from a the DSL modem, a signal exhibiting a the first performance parameter; 

determining a signal-to-noise-ratio for the received signal; and 

requesting, from the DSL modem, an adjustment in a second performance parameter 

associated with the received signal , wherein the second performance parameter is different 

from the first performance parameter . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising the step of: 
receiving, from a tine DSL modem, a second signal exhibiting the first performance 

parameter and the adjustment in the second performance parameter. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the second performance 
parameter is transmit power level. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the second performance 
parameter is transmit data rate. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, furth e r compr i s i ng th e st e p of: 

n e gotiat i ng, w i th th e DSL mod e m, a va l u e for th e f i rst p e rformanc e param e t e r, wherein 

said negotiating step is performed after the receiving step and before the determining step. 
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7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein said second performance 
parameter is transmit data rate and said first performance parameter is transmit power level. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein said second performance 
parameter is transmit power level and said first performance parameter is transmit data rate. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising the step of: 
selecting the second performance parameter from a plurality of possible performance 

parameters. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising the step of: 
repeating the receiving, determining and requesting steps until the data rat e first 

performance parameter of the received signal is marginally supported. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising the steps step of: 
n e gotiating, with th e DSL mod e m transmitt e r, a valu e for th e first p e rformanc e 

par a m e t e r, wh e r ei n said n e gotiating st e p i s p e rform e d b e for e th e d e t e rmining st e p; 

repeating, using the negotiated value for the first performance parameter, the receiving, 
determining and requesting steps until the received signal marginally supports the adjustment to 
the second performance parameter. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, furth e r comprising th e st e ps of: 




wherein the received signal compr i sing comprises a 



plurality of sub-bands, each sub-band transmitted at a transmit power level^-and 



d e t e rm i n i ng a signal - to- 



- r a t i o for e ach sub-band in th e r e c e iv e d signal . 
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1 3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, furth e r compris i ng th e st e p of: 
wherein receiving, from the DSL modem, is over a primary channel and requesting, from the 
DSL modem, is over a secondary channel , an adjustm e nt in th e s e cond p e rformanc e param e t e r 
associat e d w i th th e r e c e iv e d signa l. 




14. (Currently Amended) A receiving digital subscriber line (DSL) modem feeewer- 
comprising: 

means for receiving, from a transmitting DSL modem, a signal exhibiting a first 
performance parameter; 

means for negotiating, with the transmitting DSL modem, a value for the first 
performance parameter; 

means for determining a signal-to-noise-ratio for the received signal; and 

means for requesting, from the transmitting DSL modem, an adjustment in a second 
performance parameter associated with the received signal , wherein the second performance 
parameter is different from the first performance parameter . 

15. (Currently Amended) The receiving DSL modem feceiver- of claim 14, wherein the 
second performance parameter is transmit power level. 

16. (Currently Amended) The receiving DSL modem reeewef of claim 14, wherein the 
second performance parameter is transmit data rate. 

17. (Canceled) 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The receiving DSL modem r e c ei v e r of claim 1 7, wherein said 
second performance parameter is transmit data rate and said first performance parameter is 
transmit power level. 
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1 9. (Currently Amended) The receiving DSL modem reeeivef of claim 1 7, wherein said 
second performance parameter is transmit power level and said first performance parameter is 
transmit data rate. 

20. (Currently Amended) The receiving DSL modem feoeiver- of claim 14, further 
comprising: 

means for selecting the second performance parameter from a plurality of possible 
performance parameters. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The receiving DSL modem feeeivef of claim 14, further 
comprising: 

means for receiving, from the DSL modem, a signal comprising a plurality of sub-bands, 
each sub-band transmitted at a transmit power level; and 

means for determining a signal-to-noise-ratio for eaeh a sub-band in the received signal. 

22. (New) A system for adjusting transmit performance parameters over a digital subscriber 
line (DSL) comprising: 

means for negotiating, with a DSL modem, a criteria for a first performance parameter; 
means for receiving, from the DSL modem, a signal exhibiting the first performance 
parameter; 

means for determining a signal-to-noise-ratio for the received signal; and 

means for requesting, from the DSL modem, an adjustment in a second performance 

parameter associated with the received signal, wherein the second performance parameter is 

different from the first performance parameter. 

23. (New) The system of claim 22, wherein the means for receiving comprises means for 
receiving a signal comprising a plurality of sub-bands, each sub-band transmitted at a transmit 
power level. 
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24. (New) The system of claim 23, wherein the means for determining comprises means for 
determining a signal-to-noise-ratio for a sub-band of the received signal. 

25. (New) The system of claim 24, wherein the means for requesting comprises means for 
requesting an adjustment in the second performance parameter associated with the sub-band of 
the received signal. 

26. (New) The method of claim 12, wherein the determining step comprises determining a 
signal-to-noise-ratio for a sub-band of the received signal. 

27. (New) The method of claim 25, wherein the requesting step comprises requesting an 
adjustment in the second performance parameter associated with the sub-band of the received 
signal. 
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